
 

 

 
 

DHS Summer Reading 2019 
 

Welcome to the 2019 edition of DHS Summer 
Reading. This summer, almost 60 teachers, 
administrators, and staff have each chosen to sponsor a book 

to read with you this summer. The list of these books is below without the 
sponsor’s names (on purpose). Choose the book, not the sponsor. 
 
There is something here for everybody: fiction, non-fiction, romance, war, art, 
business, you name it. 
 

This is about reading for understanding, 
reading for enjoyment, reading for 
discussion. In short, you will choose a book, 
read it over the summer, and have a 
discussion with your book group in the fall. 
 
Browse through the book descriptions and 
look at their Amazon pages (links to 
Amazon are embedded in all titles). 

 
Choose your TOP 3 BOOKS by early May. 
 
In a survey sent to you electronically in early May, you will be asked to sign up 
to read a book. Because you may not receive your first choice, it will be 
important to have a second and third choice. We hope to be able to match 
students with books they are interested in reading. 
 
Once you are assigned a book, you will: 
 

• Meet with the sponsoring teacher 
briefly during school one day BEFORE 
summer vacation to preview the book. 

• Read the book OVER the summer. You 
will need to acquire the book from the 
DHS Media Center, the Dartmouth 
Library system, or purchase the book. 

• Meet with the sponsoring teacher’s 
book group during one of the first days 
of school for a longer discussion of your 
reading of the book. 

  

Books are a uniquely 
portable magic. 

Stephen King 

I will defend the 
importance of bedtime 
stories to my last gasp. 

J.K. Rowling 
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The Books 
______________________________________________

The Hate U Give by 
Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr 
Carter moves between 
two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she 

lives and the fancy suburban prep 
school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the 
fatal shooting of her childhood best 
friend Khalil at the hands of a police 
officer. Khalil was 
unarmed. Some 
cops and the local 
drug lord try to 
intimidate Starr and 
her family. What 
everyone wants to 
know is: what really 
went down that 
night? And the only 
person alive who 
can answer that is 
Starr. 

 
 A Walk in the Woods by 
Bill Bryson 
Back in America after 
twenty years in Britain, Bill 
Bryson decided to 
reacquaint himself with 

his native country by walking the 
2,100-mile Appalachian Trail, which 
stretches from Georgia to Maine. The 
AT offers an astonishing landscape of 
silent forests and sparkling lakes—
and to a writer with the comic genius 
of Bill Bryson, it also provides endless 
opportunities to witness the majestic 

silliness of his fellow human beings. 
An adventure, a comedy, and a 
celebration, A Walk in the Woods has 
become a modern classic of travel 
literature. 

 
Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine by Gail 
Honeyman 
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: 
She struggles with 
appropriate social skills 

and tends to say 
exactly what she’s 
thinking. Nothing 
is missing in her 
carefully 
timetabled life of 
avoiding social 
interactions, where 
weekends are 
punctuated by 
frozen pizza, vodka, 
and phone chats 

with Mummy. When she and 
Raymond together save Sammy, an 
elderly gentleman who has fallen on 
the sidewalk, the three become the 
kinds of friends who rescue one 
another from the lives of isolation 
they have each been living. And it is 
Raymond’s big heart that will 
ultimately help Eleanor find the way 
to repair her own profoundly 
damaged one.

 
 
 
 

Eleanor Oliphant has 
been on my list for the 
longest time! It sounds 
like such an uplifting 

and heartwarming story 
of compassion and self-

love. 
Senior Nina Lamarre 

https://www.amazon.com/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas-dp-0062498533/dp/0062498533/ref=mt_hardcover?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554855436
https://www.amazon.com/Eleanor-Oliphant-Completely-Fine-Novel/dp/0735220697/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554309911&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Walk-Woods-Rediscovering-Appalachian-Official/dp/0767902521/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554309866&sr=1-1
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Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 
Effia and Esi are born into 
different villages in 
eighteenth-century 
Ghana. Effia is married off 
to an Englishman and 
lives in comfort in the 

palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle. 
Unbeknownst to Effia, her sister, Esi, 
is imprisoned beneath her in the 
castle’s dungeons, sold with 
thousands of others into the Gold 
Coast’s booming slave trade, and 
shipped off to America, where her 
children and grandchildren will be 
raised in slavery. From the 
plantations of the South to the Civil 
War and the Great Migration, from 
the coal mines of Pratt City, Alabama, 
to the jazz clubs and dope houses of 
twentieth-century Harlem, right up 
through the present day, Homegoing 
makes history visceral, and captures, 
with singular and stunning 
immediacy, how the memory of 
captivity came to be inscribed in the 
soul of a nation. 

 
GRIT: The Power of 
Passion and 
Perseverance by Angela 
Duckworth 
The daughter of a scientist 
who frequently noted her 

lack of “genius,” Angela Duckworth is 
now a celebrated researcher and 
professor. It was her early eye-
opening stints in teaching, business 
consulting, and neuroscience that 
led to her hypothesis about what 
really drives success: not genius, but 
a unique combination of passion and 
long-term perseverance. She also 
mines fascinating insights from 

history and shows what can be 
gleaned from modern experiments 
in peak performance.

 
Do It Like A Woman and 
Change the World by 
Caroline Criado-Perez 
Doing anything 'like a 
woman' used to be an 
insult. Now, as the women 

in this book show, it means being 
brave, speaking out, and taking risks, 
changing the world one step at a 
time. Here, campaigner and 
journalist Caroline Criado-Perez 
introduces us to a host of pioneers, 
including a female fighter pilot in 
Afghanistan; a Chilean revolutionary; 
the Russian punks who rocked 
against Putin; and the Iranian 
journalist who uncovered her hair. 

 
Laughing at My 
Nightmare by Shane 
Burcaw 
With acerbic wit and a 
hilarious voice, Shane 
Burcaw's Laughing at My 

Nightmare describes the challenges 
he faces as a twenty-one-year-old 
with spinal muscular atrophy. From 
awkward handshakes to having a 
girlfriend and everything in between, 
Shane handles his situation with 
humor and a "you-only-live-once" 
perspective on life. While he does talk 
about everyday issues that are 
relatable to teens, he also offers an 
eye-opening perspective on what it is 
like to have a life threatening disease. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Homegoing-Yaa-Gyasi/dp/1101971061/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554309983&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Do-Like-Woman-Change-World/dp/1846275814/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310296&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1501111116/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i0
https://www.amazon.com/Laughing-at-Nightmare-Shane-Burcaw/dp/125008010X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310379&sr=1-1-catcorr
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Indianapolis: The True 
Story of the Worst Sea 
Disaster in U.S. Naval 
History by Lynn Vincent 
and Sara Vladic 
Just after midnight on 
July 30, 1945, days after 

delivering the components of the 
atomic bomb from California to the 
Pacific Islands in the most highly 
classified naval mission of the war, 
USS Indianapolis is sailing alone in 
the center of the Philippine Sea 
when she is struck by two Japanese 
torpedoes. The ship is instantly 
transformed into a fiery cauldron and 
sinks within minutes. Some 300 men 
go down with the ship. Nearly 900 
make it into the water alive. For the 
next five nights and four days, almost 
three hundred miles from the 
nearest land, the men battle injuries, 
sharks, dehydration, insanity, and 
eventually each other. Only 316 will 
survive. 

 
Fight Club by Chuck 
Palahniuk 
Chuck Palahniuk showed 
himself to be his 
generation’s most 
visionary satirist in this, his 

first book. Fight Club’s estranged 
narrator leaves his lackluster job 
when he comes 
under the thrall of 
Tyler Durden, an 
enigmatic young 
man who holds 
secret after-hours 
boxing matches in 
the basement of 
bars. There, two 
men fight "as long 

as they have to." This is a gloriously 
original work that exposes the 
darkness at the core of our modern 
world. 

 
Love and Other Train 
Wrecks by Leah Konen 
Noah is a hopeless 
romantic. He’s traveling 
home for one last chance 
with his first love, and he 
needs a miracle to win 

her back. Ammy doesn’t believe in 
true love—just look at her parents. If 
there’s one thing she’s learned about 
love in the last year, it’s that it ends. 
That is, until one winter night when 
Noah and Ammy find themselves in 
the same Amtrak car heading to 
Upstate New York. After a train-wreck 
first impression between the two of 
them, the Amtrak train suddenly 
breaks down—in the middle of a 
snowstorm. Desperate to make it to 
their destinations, Noah and Ammy 
have no other option but to travel 
together. 

 
V for Vendetta (Graphic 
Novel) by Alan Moore 
Set in a futurist 
totalitarian England, a 
country without freedom 
or faith, a mysterious man 

in a white porcelain 
mask strikes back 
against the 
oppressive overlords 
on behalf of the 
voiceless. Armed 
with only knives and 
his wits, V, as he’s 
called, aims to bring 
about change in this 

Fight Club interests me 
because it seems to be 
about the life of a blue-
collared man who finds 
his true passion in the 

ring. 
Senior Dylan Arruda 

https://www.amazon.com/Indianapolis-Disaster-Fifty-Year-Exonerate-Innocent/dp/1501135953/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310459&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Other-Train-Wrecks-Konen/dp/0062402501/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310647&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fight-Club-Novel-Chuck-Palahniuk/dp/0393355942/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310573&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/V-Vendetta-Alan-Moore/dp/140120841X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310720&sr=1-1
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horrific new world. His only ally? A 
young woman named Evey 
Hammond. And she is in for much 
more than she ever bargained for.

 
The Last Report on the 
Miracles at Little No 
Horse by Louise Erdrich 
For more than a half 
century, Father Damien 
Modeste has served his 

beloved Native American tribe, the 
Ojibwe, on the remote reservation of 
Little No Horse. Now, nearing the end 
of his life, Father Damien dreads the 
discovery of his physical identity, for 
he is a woman who has lived as a 
man. To further complicate his quiet 
existence, a troubled colleague 
comes to the reservation to 
investigate the life of the perplexing, 
possibly false saint Sister Leopolda. 
Father Damien alone knows the 
strange truth of Leopolda's piety, but 
these facts are bound up in his own 
secret. He is faced with the most 
difficult decision: Should he tell all 
and risk everything . . . or 
manufacture a protective history for 
Leopolda, though he believes her 
wonder-working is motivated solely 
by evil? 

 
The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks by 
Rebecca Skloot 
Her name was Henrietta 
Lacks, but scientists know 
her as HeLa. She was a 

poor black tobacco farmer whose 
cells—taken without her knowledge 
in 1951—became one of the most 
important tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, cloning, 

gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's 
cells have been bought and sold by 
the billions, yet she remains virtually 
unknown, and her family can't afford 
health insurance. This phenomenal 
New York Times bestseller tells a 
riveting story of the collision between 
ethics, race, and medicine; of 
scientific discovery and faith healing; 
and of a daughter consumed with 
questions about the mother she 
never knew. 

 
The Five People You 
Meet In Heaven by Mitch 
Albom 
Eddie is a grizzled war 
veteran who feels trapped 
in a meaningless life of 

fixing rides at a seaside amusement 
park. His days are a dull routine of 
work, loneliness, and regret. Then, on 
his 83rd birthday, Eddie dies in a 
tragic accident, trying to save a little 
girl from a falling cart. He awakens in 
the afterlife, where he learns that 
heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden, 
but a place where your earthly life is 
explained to you by five people. 
These people may have been loved 
ones or distant strangers. Yet each of 
them changed your path forever.

 
A Discovery of Witches 
by Deborah Harkness 
Deborah Harkness's 
sparkling debut, A 
Discovery of Witches, 
brought her into the 

spotlight and galvanized fans around 
the world. In this tale of passion and 
obsession, Diana Bishop, a young 
scholar and a descendant of witches, 
discovers a long-lost and enchanted 

https://www.amazon.com/Last-Report-Miracles-Little-Horse/dp/0061577626/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310808&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Five-People-You-Meet-Heaven/dp/1401308589/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554310975&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Immortal-Life-Henrietta-Lacks-dp-1400052181/dp/1400052181/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554310890
https://www.amazon.com/Discovery-Witches-Movie-Tie-Trilogy/dp/0525506306/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554311075&sr=1-2
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alchemical manuscript, Ashmole 782, 
deep in Oxford's Bodleian Library. Its 
reappearance summons a fantastical 
underworld, which she navigates 
with her leading man, vampire 
geneticist Matthew Clairmont. 

 
The Dead and the Gone 
by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Susan Beth Pfeffer’s Life 
as We Knew It enthralled 
and devastated readers 
with its brutal but 
hopeful look at an 

apocalyptic event—an asteroid 
hitting the moon, setting off a 
tailspin of horrific climate changes. 
Now this harrowing companion 
novel examines the same events as 
they unfold in New York City, 
revealed through the eyes of 
seventeen-year-old Puerto Rican Alex 
Morales. When Alex's parents 
disappear in the aftermath of tidal 
waves, he must care for his two 
younger sisters, even as Manhattan 
becomes a deadly wasteland, and 
food and aid dwindle.  

 
The Alchemist by Paul 
Coelho 
Paulo Coelho's 
masterpiece tells the 
mystical story of Santiago, 
an Andalusian shepherd 

boy who yearns to travel in search of 
a worldly treasure. 
His quest will lead 
him to riches far 
different—and far 
more satisfying—
than he ever 
imagined. 
Santiago's journey 

teaches us about the essential 
wisdom of listening to our hearts, of 
recognizing opportunity and learning 
to read the omens strewn along life's 
path, and, most importantly, to follow 
our dreams. 

 
Bleachers by John 
Grisham 
High school all-American 
Neely Crenshaw was 
probably the best 
quarterback ever to play 

for the legendary Messina Spartans. 
Fifteen years have gone by since 
those glory days, and Neely has come 
home to Messina to bury Coach 
Eddie Rake, the man who molded 
the Spartans into an unbeatable 
football dynasty. Now, as Coach 
Rake’s “boys” sit in the bleachers 
waiting for the dimming field lights 
to signal his passing, they replay the 
old games, relive the old glories, and 
try to decide once and for all whether 
they love Eddie Rake – or hate him. 

 
I Am Not Your Manic 
Pixie Dream Girl by 
Gretchen McNeil 
Beatrice Maria Estrella 
Giovannini has life all 
figured out. She's starting 

senior year at the top of her class, 
she’s a shoo-in for a scholarship to 
M.I.T., and she’s got a new boyfriend 

she’s crazy about. 
The only problem: 
All through high 
school Bea and her 
best friends 
Spencer and Gabe 
have been the 
targets of horrific 

Unbroken is a moving 
story about the true 

perseverance of a man 
put up against a great 

challenge. 
Senior Bryce Souza 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0547258550/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i2
https://www.amazon.com/Bleachers-John-Grisham/dp/0385511612/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554311374&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Alchemist-Paulo-Coelho/dp/0062315005/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554311245&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Your-Manic-Pixie-Dream-Girl/dp/0062409115/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554311497&sr=1-2-fkmr0
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bullying. So Bea uses her math skills 
to come up with The Formula, a 100% 
mathematically guaranteed path to 
social happiness in high school. 
As The Formula begins to break 
down, can Bea find a way to reclaim 
her true identity and fix everything 
she's messed up? 

 
Unbroken by Laura 
Hillenbrand 
In boyhood, Louis 
Zamperini was an 
incorrigible delinquent. As 
a teenager, he channeled 

his defiance into running, discovering 
a prodigious talent that had carried 
him to the Berlin Olympics. But when 
World War II began, the athlete 
became an airman, embarking on a 
journey that led to a doomed flight 
on a May afternoon in 1943. When his 
Army Air Forces bomber crashed into 
the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, 
Zamperini survived, adrift on a 
foundering life raft. Ahead of 
Zamperini lay thousands of miles of 
open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst 
and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, 
beyond, a trial even greater. 

 
Ender's Game by Orson 
Scott Card 
In order to develop a 
secure defense against a 
hostile alien race's next 
attack, government 

agencies breed child geniuses and 
train them as soldiers. A brilliant 
young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin 
lives with his kind but distant 
parents, his sadistic brother Peter, 
and the person he loves more than 
anyone else, his sister Valentine. 

Peter and Valentine were candidates 
for the soldier-training program but 
didn't make the cut—young Ender is 
the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting 
Battle School for rigorous military 
training.

 
The Secret Life of Bees by 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Set in South Carolina in 
1964, The Secret Life of 
Bees tells the story of Lily 
Owens, whose life has 

been shaped around the blurred 
memory of the afternoon her mother 
was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted 
black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, 
insults three of the deepest racists in 
town, Lily decides to spring them 
both free. They escape to Tiburon, 
South Carolina--a town that holds the 
secret to her mother's past. Taken in 
by an eccentric trio of black 
beekeeping sister, Lily is introduced 
to their mesmerizing world of bees 
and honey, and the Black Madonna. 

 
Calvin and 
Hobbes: It’s a 
Magical World by 
Bill Watterson 
When cartoonist 
Bill Watterson 

announced that his phenomenally 
popular cartoon strip would be 
discontinued, Calvin and Hobbes fans 
throughout the world went into 
mourning. Fans have learned to 
survive -- despite the absence of the 
boy and his tiger in the daily 
newspaper. It's a Magical World 
delivers all the satisfaction of visiting 
its characters once more. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-Movie-Tie-Resilience-Redemption/dp/1984818449/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554314573&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Life-Bees-Monk-Kidd/dp/0142001740/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554314758&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Ender-Quintet-Orson-Scott/dp/0312853238/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554314667&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Magical-World-Calvin-Collection/dp/0836221362/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554314833&sr=1-1
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The Librarian of 
Auschwitz by Antonio 
Iturbe 
Based on the 
experience of real-life 
Auschwitz prisoner Dita 
Kraus, this is the 

incredible story of a girl who risked 
her life to keep the magic of books 
alive during the Holocaust. Fourteen-
year-old Dita is one of the many 
imprisoned by the Nazis at 
Auschwitz. Taken, along with her 
mother and father, from the Terezín 
ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to 
the constant terror that is life in the 
camp. When Jewish leader Freddy 
Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the 
eight precious volumes the prisoners 
have managed to sneak past the 
guards, she agrees. And so Dita 
becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. 

 
Into the Storm: Two 
Ships, a Deadly 
Hurricane, and an Epic 
Battle for Survival by 
Tristram Korten 
In late September 2015, 
Hurricane Joaquin swept 

past the Bahamas and swallowed a 
pair of cargo vessels in its destructive 
path: El Faro, a 790-foot American 
behemoth with a crew of thirty-three, 
and the Minouche, a 230-foot 
freighter with a dozen sailors aboard. 
From the parallel stories of these 
ships and their final journeys, 
Tristram Korten weaves a remarkable 
tale of two veteran sea captains from 
very different worlds, the harrowing 
ordeals of their desperate crews, and 
the Coast Guard’s extraordinary 

battle against a storm that defied 
prediction. 

 
Vincent and Theo: The 
Van Gogh Brothers by 
Deborah Heiligman 
The deep and enduring 
friendship between 
Vincent and Theo Van 
Gogh shaped both 

brothers' lives. Confidant, champion, 
sympathizer, friend—Theo supported 
Vincent as he struggled to find his 
path in life. They shared everything, 
swapping stories of lovers and 
friends, successes and 
disappointments, dreams and 
ambitions. Meticulously researched, 
drawing on the 658 letters Vincent 
wrote to Theo during his lifetime, 
Deborah Heiligman weaves a tale of 
two lives intertwined and the 
extraordinary love of the Van Gogh 
brothers. 

 
We Are Market Basket: 
The Story of the Unlikely 
Movement That Saved a 
Beloved Business by 
Daniel Korschun and 
Grant Welker 

What if a company were so treasured 
and trusted that people literally took 
to the streets—by the thousands—to 
save it? That company is Market 
Basket, a popular New England 
supermarket chain. After long-time 
CEO Arthur T. Demoulas was ousted 
by his cousin Arthur S. Demoulas, the 
company's managers and rank-and-
file workers struck back. Risking their 
own livelihoods to restore the job of 
their beloved boss they walked out, 
but they didn't walk far. 

https://www.amazon.com/Librarian-Auschwitz-Antonio-Iturbe/dp/1627796185/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315051&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Vincent-Theo-Van-Gogh-Brothers/dp/1250211069/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315232&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Into-Storm-Deadly-Hurricane-Survival/dp/1524797901/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315149&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/We-Are-Market-Basket-Grassroots/dp/081443665X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315302&sr=1-1-catcorr
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The Art of Racing in the 
Rain by Garth Stein 
Enzo knows he is 
different from other dogs: 
a philosopher with a 
nearly human soul (and 
an obsession with 

opposable thumbs), he has educated 
himself by watching television 
extensively, and by 
listening very 
closely to the 
words of his 
master, Denny 
Swift, an up-and-
coming race car 
driver. Through 
Denny, Enzo has 
gained 
tremendous 
insight into the 
human condition, and he sees that 
life, like racing, isn't simply about 
going fast. Using the techniques 
needed on the race track, one can 
successfully navigate all of life's 
ordeals. 

 
Rites of Passage by Joy 
N. Hensley 
In this fast-paced, high-
stakes debut novel, 
sixteen-year-old Sam 
McKenna discovers that 

becoming one of the first girls to 
attend a revered military academy 
means living with a target on her 
back. As Sam struggles to prove 
herself, she learns that a decades-old 
secret society is alive and active . . . 
and determined to force her out. 
Fans of Simone Elkeles and Trish 
Doller will love Rites of Passage’s 

perfect blend of sizzling romance 
and edge-of-your-seat suspense. 

 
The Martian by Andy Weir 
Six days ago, astronaut 
Mark Watney became one 
of the first people to walk 
on Mars.  Now, he's sure 
he'll be the first person to 

die there. After a dust storm nearly 
kills him and forces 
his crew to evacuate 
while thinking him 
dead, Mark finds 
himself stranded 
and completely 
alone with no way to 
even signal Earth 
that he’s alive—and 
even if he could get 
word out, his 
supplies would be 

gone long before a rescue could 
arrive.  

 
The Dark Descent of 
Elizabeth Frankenstein 
by Kiersten White 
Elizabeth Lavenza hasn't 
had a proper meal in 
weeks. Her thin arms are 

covered with bruises from her 
"caregiver," and she is on the verge of 
being thrown into the streets . . . until 
she is brought to the home of Victor 
Frankenstein, an unsmiling, solitary 
boy who has everything—except a 
friend. Victor is her escape from 
misery. Elizabeth does everything she 
can to make herself indispensable—
and it works. She is taken in by the 
Frankenstein family and rewarded 
with a warm bed, delicious food, and 
dresses of the finest silk. Soon she 

The Martian is a 
modern, scientific space 
adventure book that is 

arranged in a 
journalistic form that 
makes it a quick and 

entertaining read. 
Senior Hannah Chamberlain 

https://www.amazon.com/Art-Racing-Rain-Novel-dp-0061537969/dp/0061537969/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554315384
https://www.amazon.com/Martian-Andy-Weir/dp/0553418025/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315671&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rites-Passage-Joy-N-Hensley/dp/0062295195/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315465&sr=1-7
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Descent-Elizabeth-Frankenstein/dp/0525577963/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315769&sr=1-1-catcorr
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and Victor are inseparable. But her 
new life comes at a price. 

 
The Winter Fortress by 
Neal Bascomb 
In 1942, the Nazis were 
racing to complete the 
first atomic bomb. All they 
needed was a single, 
incredibly rare ingredient: 

heavy water, which was produced 
solely at Norway’s Vemork plant. 
Under threat of death, Vemork’s 
engineers pushed production into 
overdrive. If the Allies could not 
destroy the plant, they feared the 
Nazis would soon be in possession of 
the most dangerous weapon the 
world had ever seen. But how would 
the Allied forces reach the castle 
fortress, set on a precipitous gorge in 
one of the coldest, most inhospitable 
places on earth? 

 
The Creative Habit: 
Learn and Use It for Life 
by Twyla Tharpe 
One of the world’s 
leading creative artists, 
choreographers, and 

creator of the smash-hit Broadway 
show, Movin’ Out, shares her secrets 
for developing and honing your 
creative talents—at once prescriptive 
and inspirational, a book to stand 
alongside The Artist’s Way and Bird 
by Bird. All it takes to make creativity 
a part of your life is the willingness to 
make it a habit. It is the product of 
preparation and effort, and is within 
reach of everyone. Whether you are a 
painter, musician, businessperson, or 
simply an individual yearning to put 
your creativity to use, The Creative 

Habit provides you with thirty-two 
practical exercises based on the 
lessons Twyla Tharp has learned in 
her remarkable thirty-five-year 
career.  

 
Rocket Girl: The Story of 
Mary Sherman Morgan, 
America's First Female 
Rocket Scientist by 
George D. Morgan 
This is the extraordinary 
true story of America's 

first female rocket scientist. Told by 
her son, it describes Mary Sherman 
Morgan's crucial contribution to 
launching America's first satellite and 
the author's labyrinthine journey to 
uncover his mother's lost legacy--one 
buried deep under a lifetime of 
secrets political, technological, and 
personal. In an age when girls rarely 
dreamed of a career in science, Mary 
wanted to be a chemist. A decade 
later the dreams of these two 
disparate individuals would coalesce 
in ways neither could have imagined. 

 
The Dinner by Herman 
Koch 
It's a summer's evening in 
Amsterdam, and two 
couples meet at a 
fashionable restaurant for 
dinner. Between 

mouthfuls of food and over the polite 
scrapings of cutlery, the conversation 
remains a gentle hum of polite 
discourse -- the banality of work, the 
triviality of the holidays. But behind 
the empty words, terrible things 
need to be said, and with every 
forced smile and every new course, 
the knives are being sharpened. 

https://www.amazon.com/Winter-Fortress-Mission-Sabotage-Hitlers/dp/0544947290/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554315845&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/ROCKET-GIRL-George-D-Morgan-dp-1794638989/dp/1794638989/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554316011
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-Habit-Learn-Use-Life-dp-0743235274/dp/0743235274/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554315927
https://www.amazon.com/Dinner-Adult-Easy-Read/dp/1783224533/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316097&sr=1-1
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1956: The World in 
Revolt by Simon Hall 
1956 was one of the most 
remarkable years of the 
twentieth century. All 
across the globe, 
ordinary people spoke 

out, filled the streets and city squares, 
and took up arms in an attempt to 
win their freedom. In this dramatic, 
page-turning history, Simon Hall 
takes the long view of the year's 
events—putting them in their post-
war context and looking toward their 
influence on the counterculture 
movements of the 1960s—to tell the 
story of the year's epic, global 
struggles from the point of view of 
the freedom fighters, dissidents, and 
countless ordinary people who 
worked to overturn oppressive and 
authoritarian systems in order to 
build a brave new world. It was an 
epic contest.

 
Outliers: The Story of 
Success by Malcolm 
Gladwell 
n this stunning new book, 
Malcolm Gladwell takes us 
on an intellectual journey 
through the world of 

"outliers"--the best and the brightest, 
the most famous and the most 
successful. He asks the question: 
what makes high-achievers 
different? His answer is that we pay 
too much attention to what 
successful people are like, and too 
little attention to where they are 
from: that is, their culture, their 
family, their generation, and the 

idiosyncratic experiences of their 
upbringing.  

 
The Parker Inheritance 
by Varian Johnson 
When Candice finds a 
letter in an old attic in 
Lambert, South Carolina, 
she isn't sure she should 

read it. It's addressed to her 
grandmother, who left the town in 
shame. But the letter describes a 
young woman. An injustice that 
happened decades ago. A mystery 
enfolding its writer. And the fortune 
that awaits the person who solves 
the puzzle. 

 
Where'd You Go, 
Bernadette by Maria 
Semple 
Bernadette Fox is 
notorious. To her 
Microsoft-guru husband, 
she's a fearlessly 

opinionated partner; to fellow 
private-school mothers in Seattle, 
she's a disgrace; to design mavens, 
she's a revolutionary architect, and to 
15-year-old Bee, she is a best friend 
and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette 
disappears. It began when Bee aced 
her report card and claimed her 
promised reward: a family trip to 
Antarctica. But Bernadette's 
intensifying allergy to Seattle--and 
people in general--has made her so 
agoraphobic that a virtual assistant in 
India now runs her most basic 
errands. A trip to the end of the earth 
is problematic. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/1956-World-Revolt-Simon-Hall-dp-1681775263/dp/1681775263/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554316202
https://www.amazon.com/Parker-Inheritance-Scholastic-Gold/dp/0545952786/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316368&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Outliers-Story-Success-Malcolm-Gladwell/dp/0316017930/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316298&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Whered-You-Go-Bernadette-Novel/dp/0316415863/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316445&sr=1-1


 

2019 DHS Summer Reading Book List 12 

Carrie by Stephen King 
Carrie White may be 
picked on by her 
classmates, but she has a 
gift. She can move things 
with her mind. Doors lock. 

Candles fall. This is her power and her 
problem. Then, an act of kindness, as 
spontaneous as the vicious taunts of 
her classmates, offers Carrie a chance 
to be a normal...until an unexpected 
cruelty turns her gift into a weapon 
of horror and destruction that no one 
will ever forget.  

 
Little Fires Everywhere 
by Celeste Ng 
In Shaker Heights, a 
placid, progressive 
suburb of Cleveland, 
everything is planned – 
from the layout of the 

winding roads, to 
the colors of the 
houses, to the 
successful lives its 
residents will go on 
to lead. And no one 
embodies this spirit 
more than Elena 
Richardson, whose 
guiding principle is 
playing by the rules. 
Enter Mia Warren – 
an enigmatic artist and single 
mother – who arrives in this idyllic 
bubble with her teenaged daughter 
Pearl, and rents a house from the 
Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl 
become more than tenants: all four 
Richardson children are drawn to the 
mother-daughter pair. But Mia 
carries with her a mysterious past 
and a disregard for the status quo 

that threatens to upend this carefully 
ordered community. 

 
The Awakening by Kate 
Chopin 
First published in 1899, 
this beautiful, brief  novel 
so disturbed critics and 
the public that it  was 

banished for decades afterward. Now 
widely read  and admired, The 
Awakening has  been hailed as an 
early vision of 
woman's  emancipation. This 
sensuous book tells of a woman's  
abandonment of her family, her 
seduction, and her  awakening to 
desires and passions that threated to  
consumer her. Originally entitled "A 
Solitary  Soul," this portrait of twenty-
eight-year-old  Edna Pontellier is a 
landmark in American fiction,  rooted 

firmly in the 
romantic tradition 
of Herman  Melville 
and Emily 
Dickinson. Here, a 
woman in  search 
of self-discovery 
turns away from 
convention and  
society, and toward 
the primal, from 
convention  and 

society, and toward the primal, 
irresistibly  attracted to nature and 
the senses. 

 
Hostage by Guy Delisle 
In the middle of the 
night in 1997, Doctors 
Without Borders 
administrator 
Christophe André was 

Carrie is fantastic 
because he writes 

about what happens 
when someone is 

pushed too far from her 
school life and her 

home life. 
Senior Victoria Cosmo 

https://www.amazon.com/Carrie-Stephen-King/dp/1984898108/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316520&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Awakening-Kate-Chopin/dp/1548222143/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316678&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Fires-Everywhere-Celeste-Ng/dp/0735224315/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316599&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hostage-Guy-Delisle/dp/1770462791/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IIA4IU439FG2&keywords=hostage+guy+delisle&qid=1554316800&s=books&sprefix=hostage+guy%2Cstripbooks%2C129&sr=1-1-catcorr
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kidnapped by armed men and taken 
away to an unknown destination in 
the Caucasus region. For three 
months, André was kept handcuffed 
in solitary confinement, with little to 
survive on and almost no contact 
with the outside world. Close to 
twenty years later, award-winning 
cartoonist Guy Delisle (Pyongyang, 
Jerusalem, Shenzhen, Burma 
Chronicles) recounts André’s 
harrowing experience in Hostage, a 
book that attests to the power of one 
man’s determination in the face of a 
hopeless situation. 

 
Stress Can Really Get 
on Your Nerves by 
Trevor Romain and 
Elizabeth Verdick 
Stress can make you 
feel anxious, awful, and 
afraid. It can leave you 

jumpy and jittery, upset and uptight. 
When kids show signs of stress, they 
need stress management tools that 
work. With jokes, fun illustrations, 
and plenty of authentic examples, 
this book helps kids understand what 
stress is—and gives tons of tips to 
cope. Refreshed to address modern 
stressors like electronic devices and 
social media, this updated classic 
helps kids deal with stress like a 
seasoned panic mechanic. 

 

Midnight at the Electric 
by Jodi Lynn Anderson 
New York Times 
bestselling author Jodi 
Lynn Anderson's epic 
tale—told through three 
unforgettable points of 

view—is a masterful exploration of 
how love, determination, and hope 
can change a person's fate. 2065: Adri 
has been handpicked to live on Mars. 
But weeks before launch, she 
discovers the journal of a girl who 
lived in her house more than a 
hundred years ago and is 
immediately drawn into the mystery 
surrounding her fate. 

 
Island Beneath the 
Sea by Isabel Allende 
From the sugar 
plantations of Saint-
Domingue to the lavish 
parlors of New Orleans 
at the turn of the 19th 

century, the latest novel from New 
York Times bestselling author Isabel 
Allende (Inés of My Soul, The House 
of the Spirits, Portrait in Sepia) tells 
the story of a mulatta woman, a slave 
and concubine, determined to take 
control of her own destiny. 

 
A Tiger in the Kitchen 
by Cheryl Lu-Lien Tan 
After growing up in the 
most food-obsessed city 
in the world, Cheryl Lu-
Lien Tan left home and 
family at eighteen for 

America--proof of the rebelliousness 
of daughters born in the Year of the 
Tiger. But as a thirtysomething 
fashion writer in New York, she felt 
the Singaporean dishes that defined 
her childhood beginning to call her 
back. Was it too late to learn the 
secrets of her grandmothers' and 
aunties' kitchens, as well as the 
tumultuous family history that had 
kept them hidden before In her 

https://www.amazon.com/Stress-Really-Nerves-Laugh-Learn%C2%AE/dp/1631982451/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316866&sr=1-2-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Island-Beneath-Sea-Novel-P-S/dp/0061988251/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554317010&sr=1-2-fkmrnull
https://www.amazon.com/Midnight-Electric-Jodi-Lynn-Anderson/dp/0062393553/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554316933&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Tiger-Kitchen-Memoir-Food-Family/dp/1401341284/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554317080&sr=1-1
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quest to recreate the dishes of her 
native Singapore by cooking with her 
family, Tan learned not only 
cherished recipes but long-buried 
stories of past generations. 

 
Look Me in the Eye: My 
Life with Asperger's by 
John Elder Robison 
Ever since he was 
young, John Robison 
longed to connect with 
other people, but by the 

time he was a teenager, his odd 
habits—an inclination to blurt out 
non sequiturs, avoid eye contact, 
dismantle radios, and dig five-foot 
holes (and stick his younger brother, 
Augusten Burroughs, in them)—had 
earned him the label “social deviant.” 
It was not until he was forty that he 
was diagnosed with a form of autism 
called Asperger’s syndrome. That 
understanding transformed the way 
he saw himself—and the world. A 
born storyteller, Robison has written 
a moving, darkly funny memoir 
about a life that has taken him from 
developing exploding guitars for KISS 
to building a family of his own. It’s a 
strange, sly, indelible account—
sometimes alien yet always deeply 
human. 

 
The Bunker Diary by 
Kevin Brooks 
I can't believe I fell for it. 
It was still dark when I 
woke up this morning. As 
soon as my eyes opened 
I knew where I was.  A 

low-ceilinged rectangular building 
made entirely of whitewashed 
concrete.  There are six little rooms 

along the main corridor. There are no 
windows. No doors. The elevator is 
the only way in or out.  
 
What's he going to do to me?  
 
What am I going to do? 

 
The Muse by Jessie 
Burton 
From the #1 
internationally 
bestselling author of The 
Miniaturist comes a 
captivating and brilliantly 

realized story of two young women—
a Caribbean immigrant in 1960s 
London, and a bohemian woman in 
1930s Spain—and the powerful 
mystery that ties them together. 
England, 1967. Odelle Bastien is a 
Caribbean émigré trying to make her 
way in London. When she starts 
working at the prestigious Skelton 
Institute of Art, she discovers a 
painting rumored to be the work of 
Isaac Robles, a young artist of 
immense talent and vision whose 
mysterious death has confounded 
the art world for decades. The 
excitement over the painting is 
matched by the intrigue around the 
conflicting stories of its discovery. 
Drawn into a complex web of secrets 
and deceptions, Odelle does not 
know what to believe or who she can 
trust, including her mesmerizing 
colleague, Marjorie Quick. 

https://www.amazon.com/Look-Me-Eye-Life-Aspergers-dp-0307396185/dp/0307396185/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1554317157
https://www.amazon.com/Muse-Novel-Jessie-Burton/dp/006240993X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554330749&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bunker-Diary-Kevin-Brooks/dp/1541577604/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1554317239&sr=1-1



